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England and fhe Irittli. c

1)
The Irish are a noble hearted people, but t

they carry their heart in their mouth. They j
add to the impulsiveness of boyhood all the

s

garralousness of old ag»». They feel deeply and ^
talk strongly, and on this account their plans
are easily divined and quickly betrayed.
The English, on the contrary, are a eool, t

self-poised race.rude enough to give a direct
answer, and careful enough to evade one.susceptableat once to the lowest influences of t
uaere animal pity, and to the highest claims

^
of philanthropy. It is said the true English- ,

man grumbles always at his bills, hut always ^
pays them ; and he has followed this course in

^

his dealings with Ireland. t
He has protested that Ireland had no griev- t

ances, that the land-tenure was his hobby, absenteeisma pretence, and the supremacy of
the Catholic Church the Irishman's object. And

^
yet after generations of struggle, upon the

^
foundation of her martyr's blood, and by the
aid of her patriotic sons, Ireland has been able ^
to build a platform from which she could speak .

in such tones as to be heard and heeded.
Gladstone's measures are hut half-way ones

at best; but nevertheless let our Irish brethren
learn a lesson from the negroes. First we got ^

physical freedom, and wo were tlraukful for it.
^

Then we got legal rights, which we accepted
with equal thankfulness. At last we have the fifteenthamendment granting to us all the immu-

^
nities of citizenship; and in this we rejoice ex- ^
ceedingly, as being the beginning of the end
of all the proscription under which we have ^
suffered, and as furnishing the means of helpingall the struggling nationalities of the earth.
"We fully estimate the advantages of preserip- ^

tive rights; we understand the force of preju- j
dice ; we realize the temptation to treachery
among a people long oppressed and conscious j*
of weakness; we appreciate the advantages of
wealth, position, and caste. But the last ten

V
veara of our own history have established in our j.
souls a faith, that the average conscience of the .

Anglo-Saxou may be trusted, and that liberty, ^
such us is enjoyed even in Ireland, will bring ^

^ forth its proper fruits.
John Bright, the Wendell Phillips of ,

01
Great Britain, has always spoken for Ireland as ^
Wendell Phillips, the John Bright of our

ul

country, has spoken for the slave; and
as God never lets loose such prophets without

sc
*

a missioa, nor leaves them without an audience, ,pi
nor recalls them without results.as He moves i rlii
through such men first the hearts, and then the
interests, and afterwards the c onscience of the
enemy and the indifferent, our souls arc filled ^
with hope that Ihe day of Ireland's redemption v
is near. Vj
We say,then, to our Irish friend3, drop both

defiance and tear. Mr. Gladstone is the clear, ^
commanding, and, it may be, the cold voice of
English conscience speaking to you through
such meagre sympathies as he commands or j
feels ; but it is, nevertheless, a voice of pro- pe

gress. While you contend for every right, see

to it that you do your friends no wrong, nor

wrest from them the opportunity of doing you
great good. ,
We know whereof we affirm when we say a^

that England has followed the course of w

the slave-holders in her dealings towards the l*'

Emerald Isle. Inferiority was her plea, and
he has created her own excuse for oppression. nt

The contentednesss of the Irish was her sup- 00

posed justification for continued disabilities *n

imposed upon them, and incompatibility of
race has been the final answer to all appeal. t0

Bat emancipation here has raised the ghost ^01
of every reformer and martyr of Christendom, ^

each, like the angel that stood before the Israel- aS

ite», proclaims, in the language of modern progress," as captain of the host of the Lord I a

am come'' to lead you on to victory. an

Tlie Change. frc

The two most odious necessities of slavery
.

* an
were the maintenance of ignorance, universal ^
and complete, and the exercise of brute force
both as a warning and Dunishmeut.i I

» JO
As the result of these evils, many a colored

man was born without, and continued destitute
of that active love of liberty which swelled In
the bosom of white men, made subject to its ^
inspirations, and some times even when anotherclass of slaves felt the longings of manhood j
tor the enjoyment of its privileges, brute force j
compelled them to suppress them, and to

anpretend to the passing stranger that they loved
tQthe lot of bondmen.

On this account the anxieties of our friends
have followed ns in every now step ofour free- tjJ(
dora, and for this reason, every enemy has met
us with an evil prophecy suggesting the dang- j
*rs of liberty, and the advantages of slavery. «

Without self-reliance, in many instances al- ^
most destitute of self respect, no wonder if we

have some times doubted our own capacity. ^ ^But the three things which have dispelled all
t.doubt on this subject are the l.'ith, 14th and
^ ^15th amendments. i ^

' urn.. ^he three things thereby secured should be I
^*

v maintained. We are free, and where- j j^ -Hiijigv exists on the Globe it should
ever slaver^ jay an(j njght to labor for ^
* °1r The recollection of our ownits a jo ition. v urijug^ task-masters againston age uii er V no appeaj should arousewhom we had V

, r , , theV of every passion and
^ us to the lnustcryfe, . ,tnii

V .. x "y moral courage we
. ,appetite lrom

ua ,a h to 8Corn
c»

may be relewed. beqoeatlied to ua,the vices which .lavery h\
^ tbe f(W of ^

w«

a. w. would laugh to ecorir fae rebeU.ou ^
our

would-be slaveholders which\>i ** 1

-i i i. »
*** theY if

the
We have our civil rights, but *S.Btryf thrift> 8<*

we have nothing to protect us 1 Inu ; 0^hi ^ Jeconomy, honesty, sobriety, forethy^ jQ ^foresight.these will give us a statu.
ourts. Without them the communi

\ w

>rn us as drones, rivals will j ass us as snails,
udent men will shun us as untrustworthy,
ter men will despise us, and thoughtful, far- ^ ,

?ing men will forget our existence.
W o are enfranchised. From all parts of the
nd the anthems of praise swell into one grand ^
bilee in presence of the glorious fact. From

.* . i .. . sio
ates whence we once started the panting fu- j ^
live on his perilous journey, in States where

^
w is once welcomed as a dangerous guest,

r hear the sounds of rejoicing. \\ hite and ^
aok men have joined in the grand march of
noble triumph to tread out the past, and to

A

ess more firmly the pathway over which mil11 th
jus of all races are yet to pass.to clear the

ay of stumbling-blocks to erect sign-boar Is

progress by the way-side, and to strevN the
ementoes of a wondrous deliverance.

in
In view of these facts, brethren, let us arouse ot

urselvea to the three necessities of the times
t-u

1 1 1 1 At
et us get lanu, education, religion im.,--e

iree ; but the greatest of these is religion. (f|

Iff hat we Should G\pee(.
i IV

The peculiarity of our Government is that ! m
hen we approach anywhere near the normal lii
onditioa of true republicanism, every \oter i tli
ewoiues u king. We have gradually broken
way from the tedious processes, the bungling
lethods, the begrudging spirit of the old u

rorld in the matter of reform, and we have
oine to see that what is needful to progress ft
ught to he done at once, and be done well. |>(
'his being the ease, there is no room for w

ault-finding or resistance. ! tli
Hence, we reckon on cordial responses to w

»ur exultation over the fifteenth amendment n

y our white fellow-citizens all over the conn- j b
rv. They have not in any great numbers s(

oined our glorious processions ; but their ah- i li
ence is, doubtless, owiug to the fact that they h
eel it their duty to surrender to us all of joy, j ti
if glory, and honor in the natal hour of our li
itizenship. This may be well, if this separa- o

ion be the last one. Let us cherish the hope w

hat it is ; and that hereafter there shall be no al
elebrations of national events without the par- s<

ieipation of the whole people. Since the pass jv
ge of the fifteenth aineudmeut. the Fourth of
uly is as good a day as any colored man need ii
lesire to celebrate ; and since we have become V
oldiers, freemen, citizens, there can be no bet- u
er day than the 1st of January for white men w

o celebrate along with us. w

We havo taken the initiative in the eelebra n

ion of that day heretofore, but it seems to us

hat duty requires that on the approaching anliversarywe should leave the initiative with
»ur white friends If they do not think the
ay worth celebrating, they are not likely to
oin us in observing it; and for us to continue ^
ny separate action will be to condemn our

wn principles.
If w e join together in all future observances ^

re shall soon be able to break down distinc- .[rions of all kinds, Congressional and otherrise.On the whole, colored constituen1 siies who have the power to send members ,
olf Congress here have done well. They ! .

ave made a few mistakes, but they are ^ot vital ones. Yet, among those who have
# t ai

one good in sending honest, industrious, indligentmen, we desire to mention North Ca- .p1jlina. We single out her Senators. Senator
.bbott we know well, ami trust thoroughly. ^
(i the olden times of John Drown we have p
ut our heads together to save the heads of the ^igitives who came to us for refuge. Breth?n,Senator Abbott is no new-found friend.
IThen it cost much to be an out and out abotloniatho did riot «Vn.ru /, dprlsro his convie- ^
ons. He has not changed, as the people in j.Q.bbottsville know ; nor is he likely to change, j j
3 we know ourselves.
Then there is Messrs. Dockf.ry and Cobb, ,j,
oth noble men and true who have become en- .

sieared to the people here on account of their
utlinching devotion to the eause of colored
len. The pardoned rebels are sure to make all
>rts of unscrupulous efforts to seduce our peo- ple from their natural allegiance to the itepubeanparty, and from honest connections with
le Northern white men who went among them U,
i a time when it was dangerous to do so. We ai
)not single out these gentlemen with any in- It
dious feeling. We know Senator Pool., 0f
r. Heaton, and others are trusted and ad- ni
ired. But it is well, in view ot the approach- ho.
g canvass in North Carolina, for us to ha
dl on our friends to arouse themselves to la- an

>r, and to quicken thoir devotion to the priuei- th
es of our party aud their fidelity to the pre- to
nt delegation in Congress. C<

Sincerity. a0

There ought never to have been any doubt ^
lout the equality of races, for the testimony *'
hich all Christians accept as from the lips ol ^

a t.: .a. . . "

ie vvjniigniy, is complete and emphatic : He
has made of one blood all men He " has
> respect of personsHe will save all who
me through Christ to Him. Such is the tcs- ml

nouy of the Scriptures.
Still less should there have been a resistance
this teaching and its etfeet. The men who

unded this nation tied from a country where
e word of God received such a construction I 11,1

made men of the same race inferior to those
lose pride or greed founded and perpetuated Ult

privileged class. That fact should have b.-en i .

all-sufficient warning against oppression, as !
;11 as a constantly inspiring testimony to
;edom ; and no doubt it was.
Hut, perhaps, the greatest dupes to soph isms
e the men who use them. They either believe ^
etn, and so become powerful for evil in the
oportion of their conscienciousnoss, or I hey
not believe them, and become the dupes of

u
m as hypocritical as themselves.
The North was never honestly pro-slavery :
nee the South never trusted it. The South ^not now honestly anti-slavery, and so it

veiirits the distrust of the North.
Now, what shall be done to put all parties ^a footing of sincerity.on such a footing us ^honest Northern man stands in his relations j
me uuntrsb men ui ins section r

It is evident that this level has not yet been °u

iched. You will hear any moment you take '

e trouble to listen to a Southerner convers:with a man of his own section anathemas
iped upon Northern men like Governor Scott 'jf

South Carolina, and Governor Reed of Flor- 1101

i, because they invite colored people to their N10

leptions, while Northern Governors fail to a0h

low their example. These Southern men go
c"u

Pennsylvania and Massachusetts and Wis-
isin.North, East and West, and they find
i otficial receptions as innocent of a colored 1>,,J

n's presence as they were before the War. M,l!

t is strange that the Southern man looks 80lJ

on the presence of negroes in Southern re- j 11111

itions rather in the light of a punishment to t0 1

class tbaD in that of a compliment to col- t|10
d people ; or at the best, may he not ro^ard
se compliments of negro invitations a* the 'Ul1
q coating to the bitter necessity of politi- *ie

ly swallowing the colored constituent ?
iVho can blame him, when the progress to- ^0l

rds manliness in the North is so slow? Let
44 Vown people behave at home half as decently

they do in Europe when they meet and greet ^er
blackest of men, provided he is in good
iety, aud all our troubles will end. bl0t
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Sojourner Truth.

Is we were obliged to go to press, last week, I
ore the adjournment of the meeting held in
nt of the City Hall, in honor of the ratifican
of the fifteenth amendment, we were not'

le to mention all who spoke upon that ocean; and among the persons thus unavoidably
t unnoticed was the lady whose name stands
the head of this article. We amend our rerdnow in that particular by stating, that she
1 speak at that time, and that, too. in a very
eeptable manner.

I persons who ha\ e been a- customed, during
e last thirty years, to attend anti slavery
Betings and conventions in the Northern and
ixtcrn .States, there i* no necessity for telling
10 Sojourner Tkith is ; for they must have
vessarily met with her, at some time or anher.It may be needful, however, to inform
ch ..! our readers a«i have always lived to the
uth of M tson and Dixon's line, that she is
ie \\ ho has approved herselt iu the days gone
j an earnest and effective advocate of the sufringbondman. Horn a sla\e herself, and reainingsuch tor the fir.it forty years of her
lo, slie Ivs dedicated the lad torty ot it to

ie service of the oppressed. From her quiet
treat in the town of Haitle (.'reek. Michigan,
;e has ever and anon issued forth to battle
alously in their behalf.
Nor. by the abolition of slaiory does 6ke

tul her occupation gone. She has always
L'en us ardent an advocate of the rights of
omen ns she was of anti slavery : and to the
iscussion of the former theme, as she was

ont to Jo to that of the latter, she can bring.
n» perhaps the graces of a finished oratory,
ut .good plain discourses, replete with sound
;nse. enriched by a quiet humor, an<J sparkngwith a quick and ready wit. of which let
im, who is fool-hardy enough to brave its
enchant blade, beware. We sympathise sufeientlywith this worthy mother in the Israel
f reform, to indulge the hope that Heaven,
hieh has permitted her to live to witness the
bolition of slavery, may prolong her days to

the removal ol sex as a barrier to the en>ymentof political rights.
We understand, that Mrs. Sojourner Truth

itends to deliver a lecture before leaving
fashington : and we take this opportunity of
rging upon our readers to go and hear her,
henever she does. We doubt not that they
ill feel well satisfied with themselves for havigpaid heed to this monition.

jfeAtammemmmmmaammmmm tmtmmmmtmrn

l'he llottard Persecution.

Isn't it rather a strange spectacle, that of an

investigationM into the official action of a

ubiie servant, pressed on by a lawyer? FerannoWood, representing a district where,
tiring the New York riots of 186.1, eolored
ten were hanged living to lamp-posts and
urned to death there, only because they were

tyal to their country, urging a prosecution
arainst General How ard, who was then in purlitof Lee fresh from the defeat of Gettystirg!And more than that, an old man who
forbidden to practice in the courts of this
istrict for insulting a judge upon the bench,
id afterwards challenging him to fight a duel,
ipears as assistant to Wood, the prosecutor !
he assistant not being able to make his fees
1 fore the court, takes a large one, it is undorood,in this case- and from whom? Do the
nited States pay it? or Tammany Hall ? or

> rvi. « !,« >
«*\ rwicn inc « \ji rriiv.* .

This case irs doubtless congenial to the assistlt,for he has scarcely had one since the deuceof Surratt for the murder of Abraham
I. wk'il. .xko it u"»>j thnf the court

und it necessary to defend itself by refusing
tn permission to appear again before it.
Thus the animus of this matter comes out.
lie hatred of pro-sla\ery, the combined oppotionto all work for the education and eleva3uof the colored man, so long robbed and derivedof his rights, is hero coiubiued and epimizedin an onslaught of the New York Five
oints on Gen. Howard.

Sooiajble..The Potomac Grove Lodge. G.
U. of O. P., of Georgetown, gave their fifth

uiual sociable Thursday evening, otli instant,
was a grand success, and eclipsed anything
the kind ever given by this order. By niidghtthe hall was over crowded with the moinrsand triends of the order. We have rarely

id the pleasure of witnessing so much heauty
id taste as the ladies exhibited in attiring
emselvos for this entertainment. All seemed
put forth an elfort to outdo the other. Miss
)ra Washington had pink alpaca, en (rain,
th pink silk trimmings. Miss Maria Jolmn.white dress, green trimmings.very neat,
le two Miss Sheppards, .Miss Spriggs, and
iss Duckett were all dressed in white, with
ue .-ashes. Miss Bell, pink moiu\ with pink
tin trimming, hair u I'imperatrice
The supper was superb, and great credit is
e to the committee having it in charge. The
iisic was by Prof. King's band, which permedsome of the choicest pieces of the day.
Many of the most distinguished ladies and
ntlemen were from Washington.
The affair kept up till an early hour iu the
>riiixtg, when all left for home highly dehiedwith tut* entertainment long to ho re;mbered.
i'iie South as It is in Virginia,

llV XKN1A.

.lust as 1 was closing my last communication
s were approaching the city of Richmond,
2 grave of the rebellion. What most atn'tedour attention, was the appearance of the
g upon the Custom-house tlyingat half mast,
<1 the Hag upon the State Capital Building
ing ut the mast-head, * We concluded to in

mourselves as to the cause of the flag upon
» Custom-house being at half mast. In conrsati»»nwith Collector Humphreys, he readily
d us that it was in commemoration of the
uable services of Major (leneral George 11.
oiuas; and that, us so valuable and gallant
officer had ceased to live for duty and glory
earth, the Governor ordered this tribute of
pect to his memory.
We thon paid a visit to the State Capitol,
ceiving an introduction to u member of the
fisbiturc we inoiiirfd ''Sir ulitr is
©- ' » > j

i at half mast in commemoration of the eeresof the late Gen. Geo. II. Thomas?" lie
iwered : "He rendered no service to our

intry. He was a Yankee general; and we

,e ordered that flag to be swung as high as

cord will hung it." "Ilut, sir, have your I^egtturetaken no action in the matter ?" "Yes ;
2e negro carpet-bagger offered a motion that
iething be done ; but we sent it to the O0111tecon Foreign Relations." "But, sir, it seems
ne that you have disposed of this motion as

ugh you were the Congress of the United
.tes entertaining a motion concerning I£ngdor some other Government. "Yes, «iir,"
answered, "that is just what we mean. We
11 treat those Yankees as foreigners until
it hern men have their rights, as guaranteed
the Constitution of the United Staties."
fell ; but what do you call your n'ght» uatheConstitution ?" "We mean, to have
; sQch laws as wo please, without Con^reslulinterference -} and whether the negro
11 be our master, or we be the negro's masweshall decide." The conversation abtlyended here, much to our regret.
Ve would be glad to have Mr. Horace Uhfee

- -* .
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ley take off his white hat and coat, and then
being Greeley disguised, pay a short visit to

our Southern city, and our country villages,
and see the inside workings of reconstructed
and unreconstructed rebels, and if he <J!d not

say the work wasLut half done, then we have
miscalculated the size of his hrain. Our "\\ alkerLegislature which has a lull three fourth
vote, has a fair chance to prove their loyalty to

the Government of the United States or to the
''lost cause.

" It was promised by ^ alker and
the Conservative party of our State, that it we

would support them against Wells, they would
prove more consistent Republicans than the
Wells party. They promised that we should
have an c<pial chance in the office patronage.
But we were doomed n» disappointment. Mr.
Walker and his entire friends in the Legislaturehave combined, and are resorting to any
means, legal or illegal, by legislative etiaetiments, and by force, to nut the entire State into

.

*

rni t v

the hands ot the Democratic party, i tie .mages
that are being appointed tor ttiP entire State,
and that must wield an immense influence in
the different counties in the interest of their

party, are not only Democrats, but most abso5
lutHv have a good war record, of actual »er;vice in the rebel army. No otht*rs need apply,
How much the colored people will receive of
justice in the State of \ irgitiia, unless by Con1gressional interference, may be easily ini:agined. *

Gov. Walker's enabling act is ostensibly tor
the purpose of controlling the police force in
the May elections. This was the tirst act on

j the bill. The second was to pass a law com;polling each voter to register his name on the
hack of his ticket. The third was to inform all
the laborers employed, that if they voted the
Republican ticket, they would be discharged,
and to appoint one or more agents to stand by

I the polls, whom the laborers knew had some relationshipto the shop or factory, and in connectionwith the police examine their ticket.
This would have bad the effect to have excludj
ed nearly one half of the colored vote from the
polls in May. How far this thing will go dependsentirely upon the action of Congress,
upon the bill presented by Judge Lawrence
regulating in part the free exercise and secre.cy of the ballot. If Congress does not pass

that, or some similar hill, the Legislature ol
Virginia, will pass the bill now before it, au<J
it will be signed by Gov. Walks*** less than
twenty-four hours.
A Democratic scheme to cut down the Rejpublican vote of Virginia has just been nnjearthed, and it is the work of a leading Demo;cratic member ot the House of Representatives

from New York. In the city of New York
there is organized an association of the leading
politicians and moneyed men (Democrats) whu
arc in league with certain doubtful Southern
States. These States are numbered.Delaiware No. 1. Maryland No. 'J. Virginia No. >.

%- r CD j

and so on. Virginia's policy is to establish a

general intelligence office in the city of New
York, to make contracts with railroad compa
nies, and to apply to firms and private families in
the different States for help. Agents are es

tablished in each county in the State to perIsuade the colored people to leave. In some

counties, where the colored vote is very strong.
they are discharged, in order to force thorn to

j leave. For each person these agents get five
dollars commission. Recently at a meeting
held under the auspices of the Colored National
Labor Bureau, in the City of Richmond, resolutionswere adopted denouncing these agents.
The next day a committee waited upon one oi
the members, and gave him twenty-four hours
to learc the city, upon the penalty of a coat ol
tar and feathers. The negro Baptist ministej;
of Fredericksburg recently left the State with
over fifty.

These agents have attempted to induce sonic

of the reliable colored Walker men to go intc
this business, but, with the exception of the
negro Baptist preacher, none will touch it. But
few colored men intend to be caught in this
Walker business again.
There in a growing sentiment in this State

I to consolidate the Republican party, and to

gather together the factious leaders, both white
and colored, who are quite numerous in a small
way. These small big men must learn that
party success can only be obtained by bringing
out their best men.men most qualified to till
the positions, and the most acceptable to the
great mass of the people. They must also learn
that they must be governed in their deliberationsby men of the greatest political experienceand judgment, and at ail times to stand
i... iU» .1... I iL» r> 1 »

vy me rcguiur uuiiimn- ui me ivopuruicuu
party.
Democratic money is introduced into every

effort of the party to consolidate and organize
in this State, but we hope in this last grand
effort, which is to decide the rise or fall of the
party in this State, that no man, white or black,
will allow Democratic money to sell his party
or his race. A general mistrust was entertainedin the action of Chief Justice Chase on
the Cahoon-Ellyson case, some persons supposingthe Chief Justice w as a standing Democraticcandidate for the Presidency, that he
could give no decision that would impair his
chances for the honors of that position. That
suspense is temporarily relieved by Mr. Cahoonreferring the case to the Democratic bench
of the Supreme Court of the State.
Much rejoicing is going on in the State at

! the prospect of Judge Hugh L. Bond being
appointed to preside in this District. The Re1publicans have confidence in his republicanism,

j and in his being a man of honor and justice ;
and while he is not rash, yet they believe he is
firm against rebel intimidation and bribery.
We have just dropped into the business centre.We tiud colored and white mechanics

working on the same building ; a .strange sight
for our Northern brethren. The colored men
do the fine work at $2.50 per day, while the
white mechanics, who do the rough work, get
S3. Of) per day. Why is this? The colored men
are not organized. Colored merchants can't
buy from first hand. Northern merchants are

proscribed. We shall look into this, and rei
port in our next.

Complimentary Serenade to SenatorJ. U. Flanagan, of Texas.

A liirce number of Republicans of the Dis-
trict Saturday evening tendered a complimentaryserenade to Hon. J.W. Flanagan, Senator
from Texas, at the Casparia House, on Capitol
Hill. After the ronditiou of several airs by
the band and repeated calls for Senator Flana|
gan, Sella Martin, of the New Era, appeared
upon the balcony and introduced the Senator,
who stepped forward and responded in the followingremarks :

Fellow-Citizens.for on this occasion I am
pleased to address you as such.I have heard
the name of Texas spokeu favorably, and 1 am
proud that I have an opportunity to respond to
the friendly sentiments and intentions expressedtoward my State, uotwitstanding she
erred in the past; and I tender you my earnest
thanks for the welcome greeting you have given
me personally, and while I represent her in the
National Legislature i hope never to do her
injustice or neglect her interests on any ocea
sion. And when I look to her interests I will
not look to her as isolated and alone, but to
those of all the State# of this glorious Uniou
at the same time. [Applause.] There are

many questions now pending for us to look to
soberly and earnestly ; quostions relating to the
perpetuity of this the grandest Government
known of men. Several of these occur to me,

Z.

A.
aud if the weather was pleasant 1 would have
much to »ay. I was raised up from early boyhodan Old Line Henry Clay Whig, and was
an earnest advocate of the principles of internalimprovement, of which ( lay was the father.
In Canal street, one of the most beautiful
streets of the proud city of New Orleans, stauds
a magnificent statue of Henry Clay, aud wheneverpassing it 1 have thought of the principlesenunciated by him. and have endeavored
to follow in his footsteps.
Amoug the most important and grandestschemes of internal improvement before the

country are the vwious Pacific railroads to affordadditional railroad communication between
the Atlantic and Pacific. In accordance with
my expressed views of firm adherence to the
principles heretofore expressed, I favor, withIout qualification, one and all of these project*.
One of the foremost planks in the platform of
any successful Government must be that of internalimprovement ; and if we wish to per-
peiuuie any uo\triunem, we must perpetuate
the principles of internal improvements. It is
noticeable that the Democratic party adopted
this internul improvement policy of the Old
Line Whigs, and they still adhere to it, and if 1
the Republican party seeks to maintain its ex|istence and influence it, must adopt like rneus;ure9.

I will now refer briefly to the project of removingthe national capital. With a perfect
system of internal improvements, of railways
in particular, no such project has any chance
of success, and my voice shall always be raised
in opposition to it. [Applause.] The site seilected by Washington, and bearing his name,
is tho place for the seat of Government, and it
should not be removed. (Applause.]
The .State 1 have the honor to represent in

the national Congress is a great and widely ex-
tended country, with a sulubrious climate, a
soil amply repaying the industry of the hus-
bandmun : a State in which immigration of
labor an<l investments of capital are encourag'ed. and a State which attracts while it enriches
the settler.
With all these many advantages it haw the

blessing of liberty to every man within its
limits, [applause :] a blessing which has been
broughtabout by emancipation and the flfteenth
amendment, [applause ;] and a blessing which
will be productive of the material welfare of all.
And additional to all, these internal improvementsare necessary to her further development
.railroads to benefit her agricultural interests;
and railroads to connect her interior with the

. Pacific and the Gulf of Mexicfo. By these her
great resources will be developed. I am thankfulfor tuc compliment you have tendered me.
Texas will respond to any movement in favor
of internal improvements, and I trust that the

i nation will respond to all measures of that
character. [ Applause,
The speaker then withdrew amid general ap

plause, and the assemblage dispersed.
Send on Your Money..We receive a great

many letters, waving that several subscribers
have been obtained, and requesting us to forwardthe papers, and they will remit assoon as

a certain number of subscribers are procured.
We keep no book of account with subscribers,
and cannot send any paper until the money is
received. Our friends should send the names,
tit,'/ll Cli, ,11 ll li j Pn.ir na . 11 <1.1 AM/1 aI-1
m/*wi i/«c juot an iam an tucy arc uu*

tained. to prevent dissatisfaction on the part of
the subscribers.

LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE.
Letter from Maryland.

J
Leonardtown, Aprils, 1870.

To the Editor of the New Era :

I thought that, after the final adoption of
the fifteenth amendment, oppression on account
of caste would be dropped. But from the actionsof some, 1 am under the impression that
the color of the skin has considerable weight
among some of the constituents of our country.
This proscription has shown itself in the ExecutiveHalls of the nation. It has shown itself

, j among the various professions of our country,
and to-day, that prejudiced feeling of caste,
still lingers within the hearts of 9ome of the
nation's noblest sons. I .ittle incidents present
themselves in various portions of our country
to prove this fact. The insult to the nation
and to our only representative of color in our

National Council, by the trustees ofthe Acade>
.

my of Music is one. The rofusal of a judge in
| the same city to give naturalization papers to
colored men of foreign birth, is another proof
that color is the objection. The thirteenth,
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments have settledths fact. The first gave us freedom, and
made us freemen. The second made us citizens,
gave us the rights ofcitizens, and says : "Those
rights shall not he abridged," but we wered isenfranchisedoitizous. The third placed us beyondthe reach ol all; it made us part of the
body politic.
Some say that the 13th and 14th amendments

do not say anything about color. We do not
want it to say so, because the proof is plain,
that if we were made freemen, we became citizenswhether we were colored or not. There
were none to be made free but the colored race.

! V..t>r IftUA i " ko.~ W.. -1 *-J
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by the Constitution, the laws of the respective
States making color a test are in directcontlict
with the Constitution. Some may say, what
has that to Jo with naturalization? as the
fourteenth amendment says anyone born horo
or naturalized shall he citizens: hut it doaa not
say "colored." Let it be so. For a plainer
understanding of my views, I will write the

j following : " Two men start from some of the
1 South American Republics or from Germany,[ one white and one colored, come to the United
States, make known their intentions to become
citizens of the United States; if there was 110

objection, and the judge was satisfied they had
bceu here the required time, he would have to
give papers to the black man as well as the
white man, because under the now oxistiug
laws, color is not a test of citizenship. Tho
intention being valid, he has as much right to
he a citizen as those that were naturalized after
color was blotted out of the Constitution of our

! country. There is nothing said about color in
the naturalization laws of the United States,
And upon that fact the authority quoted by the
leurncU.I u«ige of Philadelphia is not valid, us
all the black laws have been superseded by the
fifteenth amendment. These are not the only
instances where caste has been made the test,
but there are hundreds of others. 1 cannot see

why color should be an objection when covering
manhood, la it because it covers intellectual
talent and genius, or because it is making too
rapid strides in civilization?

If the first, 1 am ashamed of any white inau

endowed with reason who takes that aa the
ground of his objection, and if the second, I

j am astonished at the one who does not like to
make the race for advancement interesting.| The first is deaf to the law of his Creator,
that all men are born free and equal. The secondis selfish, and thiuks he can outstrip the
world without opposition, and that tlie man
with a dark akin should not bo allowed to cope
with him in the race for life. But whether he
is willing or not, 44 we will run in that race."
We have registered ourselves to run the first
heat next November ; then we shall prove to the
lovers of our race that we appreciate the bless|
ing, and to the haters, that, uuless they take us

by the hand and throw aside all prejudice, they
will never be able to cope with the grand army
of progress. They may try new names, but we
know them from their actions of the past, and
their clinging to caste.

Whether as Democrats or Conservatives, we
know that they dislike any uiau whose skin is
tanued by the rays of a tropical sun. We will
not be deceived, we know them. They say, in
social life Cod has made a 44 line of demarcationstrictly defining that the two races should
be separate \' but from proof already pre' f/j
and from the great numbers who are classified

with the proscribed, it seems that these haters s

of color have over^epped this lin^ quite often, g
But as soon as political equality showed itself, o

this line beearue vivid to them, because they c

had to step over it iu the light. They objected ; §

but if it was in the dark, it was no trouble at s

all. We do not want to be socially equal ; all I
we want is equality before the law. We have *

got it, and we intend to keep it and cherish it

as the corner-stoue of the true principles of ^

American liberty. T
The law that tried to make color one of the \

tests of governmental legislation has failed, e

and it is now tone that all proscription in any t

form on account of color should cease.

As the fifteenth amendment has made us a t

part of the body politic, let the lovers of the ]
"lost cause" and the upholders of caste take j

iu their bauuers of proscription, and as men of )
sense and bright stars ot me nation, look 10 uie

advancement of the nation, and not let the lit*
tie word Caste, with a dark definition, Jeter ,

theui from giving justice where justice is due.
As a race we love these proscribes ; and we ,

will, as philanthropists, do all in our power to ,

help them to mJHjRur country prosperous ; as

Christians, we will forgive them for clinging to

by-gones if they will only stop talking about
our color. They had rights which we were

bound to respect.we have those same rights
now, and desire them, as they respect their own

rights, to respect ours, and not be all the time
saying, " I can't.he is black."

Respectfully yours, John Cajoy.

Letter from Virginia

Richmond, Va., April 10, 1870.
To the Editor of the New Era:
Happening to be in the Virginia Senate a

few days ago, since my return from South Carolina,my attention was called to a measure

then in its last stage of passage to become a

law. This measure makes it the duty of every
voter to have his name written on the back of
his ballot; any one voting without this qualificationis not only to be subject to imprisonmentand a tine of fifty dollars, but is j
deprived of citizenship as essentially as though
he had been a convict for the penitentiary.

Sir, this Legislature, not satisfied with passingthat most unconstitutional "enabling act,"
which was intended to take the elections out of
the hands of the people, have now (after de-
liberate consideration as to how best they
might mature a plan whose workings could not

by any possibility fail them at the polls) hit
upon the above, knowing that the " enabling
act" has been very recently declared to be unconstitutionalby the highest court in our land.
It will be remembered that the trap was not

sprung until, as statod, the "enabling act"
had been condemned, when, of course, they
put their wits to work ; and should this, or the
form of ballot which they uow have made law,
be set aside, why they will make repeated dives
in the Democratic cesspool until they have
stunk to the skies, but that they will find some

cheat to fasten upon the people in the form of
law. And here we find the practical workings
of the philosophy of Senator Bland, who, it
would appear, had caught a Tartar, lie has.
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efforts in opposition to both the above measures; but, unlike those speeches which he made
at Washington, and here also, since this session
commenced, those efforts have failed in making
a single impression in our favor on the mind
of those whom he so zealously supported as the
law-making power of this State. Fie looks
around in wild and giddy gaze, and tiuds, alas !
that he hus drifted too far on the destructive
falls of the political Niagara to indulge the
slightest hope for relief.
Why is it, they do not report his speeches ?
Why is it that the" Tribune" and other supposedto be loyal Journals cannot give his

weaker side a hearing ? Ho has done their
work by going into the prescriptive hell of deceptionswith them. "Oh no," say they, we only
wished to pick out your best men of color and
use them, just so long as their service would
avail us anything. We publish nothing for
you that does not advance the interests of Democracy.This certainly must be very tryingto the loyal voters of Virginia at whom
these glaring outrages are directed. The "Tribune"(New York) could lind no words pure
enough to honor the negro for his instrumentalitiesin "relieving" those who to-day are

piling curses deep aud loud upon hiin, and if
thoy dared, would break his neck out of the
Capitol, or in it either.

It appears, from all your correspondent can

learn, that the above coup d' 'etat was, or is,
intended to elect, by the Legislature, all the
State Judges.some hundred or more.and
other elective officers by that body; remove
the appointees now holding over, aud thus, by
putting the State in a Democratic sling, indefinitelypostpoue the elections until such time as

they can manipulate, umd control all the officers
iu the State, and the voters as a matter of
course. Then everything will tend to make
coufusion worse confounded, while with nrac-

9 r

ticed eye the serpent of secession will hold
Virginia in his slimy twist 4'taking in the
slack" until we have been brought to the ringbolt.Such is a part of the programme as at
present laid down. ,

The Superintendent of Public Instruction
has, I believe, reported, and by a single dash
of his pen declared against " mixed" schools,
which, in our opinion, is the most silly and expensive" dash " he could have made, when we
cousider the impoverished condition of a State
overrun by ignorance.

President Grant is a good and a great man,
but he has committed one blunder that the
former slave and many loyalists who fought
under him, can well forgive, hut never forget.
It consists iu losing the victories of a mighty
war, in parliamentary tactics.
The Walker rebellion has spread to the cities

of Norfolk and Portsmouth in this fcUate, and
i9 assuming a threatning aspect ; though no

deaths have yet been reported, as in tins city
was the case.

The popular ear is propt, and anxiety on tiptoo,as to what the "judge" (Chief Justice
Chase) 4< saith " touching the great " inj unction"imbroglio, a second hearing of which is
set for May 8th, pros. Should the decision
reached by .fudge Underwood be overruled,
Republicanism.what little there is of it in
these parts.will 44 go to the wall." The South
only desires to put that great dignitary in the
4 4 Websterian " yoke.

If this is acceptable, in our next we will be
less lengthy, giving you something of schools,
railroad projects, churches, «.tcM <frc. Till then
believe me yours, Ac., Lobby.

Letter from New Jersey.

Trenton, N. J., April 11, 1870.
To the Editor of the New Era :

I send you two newspapers containing avii accountof our city uews. Jersey is about to redeem
herself. You will perceive that 1 had the honor
of being elected as u. delegate to the city conventionfor the nomination of city officers, aud
Board of Supervisors. I was nomiuatedl by
white men, and voted for by white men Only.
This 1 mention as a significant fact. It is the
first time in the history of the State that a

colored man has ever been voted for by white
men for any position. There was a numerous
vote. Only five were appointed from my ward,
and I was one; and there were only three

13*

peeche9 at the convention.one from our deleatein the Legislature, one from the Secretary
f State, and the other made by myself. So
ither delegate but myself spoke ; and we were
,11 that were called upon. Thi9 I notice, not
o much as a compliment to me, as to the fact,
send you a paper (Democratic) containing a *

ynopais of my speech.
We have an election to-day for city officers

A'e have near three hundred colored voters

They will vote right ; we have them drilled
Me have the balance of power in the State
ind in this city, and almost every other city in

he State. We poll near six thousand votes
The Democratic majority is not over three
housand. We intend to use this wisely. Our
Democratic friends are very busy with the :glorant,and corrupt, and dissipated ; but they
lave but little hope of success in getting a

single vote.

Negroes don't smell as bad in Democratic
nostrils as they used to. Judge Gilchrist
United Stutes Attorney, has decided that negroescan vote, although he thinks it wa3 ulconstitutionallyobtained. They voted last
Tuesday in Princeton, a regular Democratic
hole, and elected every officer, at the hart r

election, by virtue of the negro vote

Yours, in behalf of honor and progress.
War. K. W w.kfr.

from Port Lavncu, T«im.

Port Lavaca, Calhoun Co., Texas.
March 30, ISTo.

Ttt the Editor of the Xew Era :

Sir: Notwithstanding I live away dowu here
in the dregs <>f lawlessness and crime, I hare
been blessed with three copies of your excellentliberty-loving newspaper, which I have
read with great pleasure and satisfaction. I
received them through the kindness of Mr J.
O. Stevenson, principal of the Burnes Institute,Galveston. When I hear of and read
newspapers edited by my own race, it gives me
great encouragement in the faith that our race

are as capable of acquiring wisdom in the

highest sense, a* our white brethren. It in

very amusing to read some of our Democratic
papers, which are making such vain attempts
to convince the people that it is impossible tu
make anything out of the negro. They say.
his education is like that*>f a parrot ; he is not
capable of making discoveries and compositions,«fce. Though they claim to be the supe
rior race in intellect and physical organization
yet they will indulge in these foolish expres
sions. But the time will come, and now 13

already, when they must call up and try somethingbetter. Such language is very idle ani
low to be spoken by an enlightened aud Christianpeople, who, all the days of their lives,
have been blessed with liberty and education

Mr. J. O. Stevenson opened school here about
three years ago, and has done remarkably well,
having started with most of the scholars in*
their A 15 C's, and now mauy are in the fifth
and sixth readers. Some are writing, some ara

in arithmetic, and others are capable of teach
ing while Mr. Stevenson is absent. Our Sabbathschool u well organized, having a beautifullibrary ot nice books, Ac. I urn its present
superintend uJ.
Our political situation is quite satisfactory

at present, having elected, we trust, the right
men in the right place. In regard to raising
subscribers for your spicy sheet, i am sorry to

inform you that our grown people are uot able
to read sufficiently to take a paper ; though I
will advise the Republicans at their next meetingto subscribe for their benefit. 1 hopeso^n
to see on your list of names of the Forty-first
Congress our Texas Senators and Representatives.Miss C. on Texas lands is after ourown
hearts. We have just petitioned our State
Senators and Representatives to defend our
schotrt funds, which they have promised to do.

Yours truly, S. H. Canfiklu.
N. B..Please notice in your paper, that :nformationis wanted ot Fletch or Fletcher, a

colored man sold at Sabine Pass, Texas, about
nineteen veurs fitrn Ilireet anaaar^ H

Catifield, Port Lavaca, Calhoun county, Texas.

Letter from California.

Home Xook, Cai.., March 20, 1^70.
To the Editor of the Xetc Era :

Thinking that news from the Pacific coast
might be welcome to your readers, I have venturedto write you a few items. In the first
place, allow mo to congratulate you upon the
success of your undertaking intellectually; for
your paper is truly a feast to those who appieciateadvancement, and, I think, must be supportedby the many umoug us who truly desire
to be as intelligent as those around thorn. It
is estimated that there are two thousand colored
voters in California.and all aro waiting with great
anxiety for the announcement of the fifteenth
ameudment; as in almost every city, town, anl
village in the State,the guns are already primed,
ready to blazon forth the joy of thousands that
our nation is true to its declaration.
Our State Legislature, during the winter,

have spent one fourth of their time denouncing
the fifteenth amendment, and changing the
name of a lake from Tohoe to Bigler; all of
which has great significance, when we rememberthat they are Democrats of the hard shell

..: j .i-~ iai i
lypv, uuu ^aiucu mcir positions i>y promise*."
great retrenchment and wholesale denouncement..of Black Republican extravagance and
waste of State treasure. One tiling is certain,
they ha\e put weapons into the hands of Radc

(

eals, to be used successfully against them here
after.
A few restless wouien are trying to engratt

their uneasiness upon all other women, and
woman's rights is being discussed the length
and hreudth of the Htate. and sometimes with
a bitterness that slightly foreshadows the tuture,when free discussions and free tights 1

be indulged in by women as well as nr^'!

However, we are told, this is the tramitiou
stage, and by and by all wrongs will be uia r

right. Hod grant it! and may woman
still left her all that is womanly All of the
fair lecturers who are giving us a history
our wrongs, have spoken against extravagance
in dress, and urged upoM mothers to educate
their daughters for other fields save the

matrimonial; and while 1 agree with them that

simplicity of dress is fur better, 1 would a*hiif
them t,'* adopt it themselves, as practice is bet

ter than theory. Not one of them but >

dressed most beautifully, fashionably, ami {l

travagautly.
The accursed feeliii< of caste is rife anion**1

us, as well u9 among ou.*" Anglo-Saxon
citizens ; ami how i« it to bH? managed? t

who of those who fill our pu^oits, b*»th * '

and colored, will denouuce the sin, *** ^
op Wilson, ot India? I hope we wil» £ot !lh">*
ourselves to cherish anything but frAt**0
feelings towards all,.forget that there is »
or a South, or different shades of color; ^
remember, that we are forming a national
racter to transmit to our children, and that ^
cdmer-stoue should be, justice to all,
eternal vigilance is our watchword.

Semper FiDEi-'*

Internal Revenue..The receipts of iuter
uul revenue for the week euding Saturo-:
April 16th, were as follows, viz :

Anril Lltb, $888,920.78; April L'ith,
185.37 ; April 13th, $310,493.59 ; April UtJ.
$384,383.74 ; April 15th, $328,082.1» '» ^Pr'
16th, $292,394.06. Total.$2,390,059.71. 4
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